INVITATION

Dear Colleague

On behalf of the Congress Organising Committee it gives me great pleasure to invite you to the 18th biennial congress of the South African Rheumatism and Arthritis Association.  The meeting will be held at the Caesars Conference Centre, in close proximity to Johannesburg International Airport.

Advances in the understanding and management of rheumatic diseases are occurring in leaps and bounds and the scientific programme has been designed to meet the needs of both the academic and practising clinician.  The one-day Rheumatology Update Course that will precede the scientific meeting on 10 May 2003  and will include a morning of state-of-the art lectures and a ‘hands on’ practical session in the afternoon.  The allied health professionals in rheumatology will, as in the past, interact with medical practitioners in the plenary sessions, in addition to having separate parallel sessions over 2 days on 11 and 12 May 2003. In keeping with international developments and with the express objective of increasing patient empowerment, a one-day parallel event for patients is to be held on Sunday, 11 May 2003.

A wide range of topics will be covered, with our international guests talking on immunogenetics of the rheumatic diseases, rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, spondyloarthropathies and scleroderma.. The following international speakers have confirmed:

Maxime Dougados, Professor of Rheumatology, Hospital Cochin, Paris, France 

Dan Furst, Carl M Pearson Professor of Rheumatology, University of California, Los Angeles, USA 

Edward Keystone, Professor of Medicine, University of Toronto, Canada 

Ken Welsh,, Professor of Molecular Medicine, Imperial College London, United Kingdom
Free papers for the SARAA and AHP programme will be in poster form.

Needless to say, an exciting and fun-filled social programme is planned for the evenings. 

Mr Ken Richards of Marketree cc is there to look after all your needs with respect to registration, transport and accommodation.

We look forward to your visit to the ‘City of Gold’.

Mohammed Tikly

Chairperson: Congress Organising Committee
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CONGRESS ORGANISER

The Marketree cc has been appointed the official congress organiser. Any additional information regarding the registration, accommodation and travel can be obtained from Ken Richards on +27 (0) 83 753 2937, Fax +27 11 896 2979 or email: excelsol@mweb.co.za
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION DESK:

The registration and information desk will be situated in the foyer of the congress area at Caesars Conference Centre and will be open at the following times:

Saturday 10 May 2003
07h00 – 19h00

Sunday 11 May 2003

07h00 – 16h00

Monday 12 May 2003

07h00 – 16h00

Tuesday 13 May 2003

07h00 – 13h00

REGISTRATION CANCELLATION

Notice of cancellation must be received in writing no later than 10 April 2003, and a cancellation fee of R150.00 will be payable. After that date no refunds will be paid.

ADMISSION BADGES

All attendees and participants must wear their congress badges during the meetings, while attending the exhibition area and when attending social events.

ACCREDITATION

Maximum Continuing Professional Development accreditation points have been applied for, for those doctors attending all sessions. CPD points have also been applied for, for those attending the Update sessions only.

ACCOMMODATION

Block bookings have been arranged at the Senator Hotel, which is housed in the Caesars Conference Centre complex, as well as at The Don Suite Hotel and the City Lodge, both of which are situated in Isando which is approximately 10 minutes drive from the conference centre. Please complete the enclosed accommodation reservation form and return to the address provided. A deposit, equal to 50% of the Rand value of the accommodation, via credit card, cheque or bank transfer is required, and no rooms can be confirmed until receipt of the hotel deposit. A confirmation letter will be mailed to you on receipt of your reservation and payment. The deposit will be deducted from your hotel bill when checking out of the hotel.

TRANSPORT

· Transfers from the airport to your hotel are available. 

The Senator Hotel: A complimentary shuttle service is available to guests staying at the hotel. The shuttle departs from 

The Don Suite Hotel: Transport must be booked to meet your flight and will cost R35.00 pp for a one way trip. 

The City Lodge: A shuttle service operates for guests staying at the hotel at a cost of R18.00 pp for a one way trip. The shuttle departs from the airport every hour on the half hour from outside terminal 2, lane 3.

· Transfers from Hotel to Conference Centre 

The congress will provide transport to and from the conference centre for delegates staying at any of these hotels. Details of the transport schedule will be sent to you with your conference registration confirmation. Transport will be provided from the conference centre to the airport for departures.

SOCIAL PROGRAMME

All social events are included in the delegate registration fee. Please indicate on the registration form which functions you intend attending. Day registrants and guests wishing to attend the congress dinner with delegates will be charged a fee of R150.00. This needs to be reflected on the completed registration form. Full registrants can attend the congress dinner at no additional charge. 

